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Plain and Friend! 


INHABITANTS | 
VI GINTA 


AND 


 MARYL AN D, 


For Promoting 


E LONDON, 


Frinted by John Humfreys, in Bartholomem- lane, 1705. 
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(iii) 
Dedicated to His Excellency . | 
Major ED ARD NOTT, 


7 Her Majeſty's Governor of the Ancien t 
Dominion of VIRGINIA. 
May it pleaſe Your Excellency 3; M 
Here is nothing more ſeaſonable for allaying the Heats, 
and curing the Animoſities both in the Eccleſiaſtical 
and Political Body of the preſent Conſtitution of Virginia, 
(whereby the Conduct of publick Affairs there hawe been greatly 
detarded of late, and a great deal of time, and many opportu- 
nities loſt of advancing and improving a noble Country) than a 


new Governor inveſted with fo large a ſtock of Temper, and 


unbyaſſed Intereſt, as your Excellency, by an Univerſal Cha- 
racler, is repreſented to be. 


As Queen Elizabeth was. the Original Diſcoverer and 

* _ Founder of this moſt ancient and noble Colony of Virginia, from 
9 whom it derives its Name, ſo it is to be boped Our preſent Ma. 
jeſty will be the Founder of Ports, Towns and Cohabitation, 

by recommending the ſame to your Excellency's Care and Con- 

dui, in promoting that which will be the Glory, and only Im- 

provement of that Country; and if accompliſhed, will be a per- 

petual Monument to the Praiſe of Tour Excellency, in conquer- 

ing all ſuch Difficulties as have been too mighty for former Go- 

dernors, whoſe Attempts of this nature have proved ineſfeclu- 


4 al and abortive. 
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iv | The Dedication.” 
As our Plantations abroad, and eſpecially Virginia, has 
long groaned under, perhaps, a worſe Characten than now it 
deferves, which creates no ſmall Prejudice and Averſion in the 
Breaſts of many, againſt Tranſportation to thoſe Colonie, IC 
not hing would more effectually wipe off ſuch ſcandalous Imputa- 
tions, than by promoting ana encouraging Education and Ver- 
tue, checking aud diſcountenancing Vice-or Immorality in all, 
from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, by the Example of a ſevere and 
vertuous Converſation, in Governors and Counſellors, and pro- 
moting u Reformation of Manners, in putting all our Penal 
Laws in due Execution, encouraging the ſtricteſt Juſtice in all 
our Tudicatures, and in propagating the true Knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Religion to all Pagans, whether Tndians or Negroes : 
Al which has been lamentably neglected, even by ſuch as have 
pretended to the higheſt pitch of Zeal, | 
Your Excellency bas a fair Opportunity put into. your hands, 
fer laying ſuch Obligations on the Inhabitants of Virginia, as they i 
bade not yet had Experience of, and advancing the Honour and 
Intereſt of our preſent Sovereign, and laying a laſting Founda- 5 
tion, for promoting and facilitating the Trade of England to that 
Colony, and giving a Copy to all our Neighbour Plantations : 
And that this may be the real Effects of Tour Excellency's Go- 
 werument, is and ſhall be the unfeigned Deſire and Prayer 
of, . 3 N 4 
| Your moſt Humble and moſt Obedient Servant 
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Francis Makemie. 
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Sides, to innumerab 


A Plain and Friendly Perfwaftve to the Tnhabi- 
tants of Virginia aud Maryland, for Promo- 
ting Towns and Cohabitation. 

Gentlemen, - aq 

Need not inform you, what an excellent and deſirable Country you in- 

habit, not inferiour toany Colonies in the Engliſh America, ſituate ina 

moderate Climate, and Northern Latitude, ſuitable and agreeable to 

European Bodies, being in 37, 38 & 39 Degrees, the ſame with the 

Mediterranean, ſupplied with the ſpacious Bay of Chieſeapeake; which runs 

thorow, and divides firft Virginia, next Aaryland, running N. & by E. near- 

eſt, about eight Leagues in breadth, capable of receiving vaſt Fleets of Ships, 
without skiltul Pylots, not to be affrighted with dangerous Rocks, and dif- 
mal Sands; a Bay in moſt reſpects ſcarce to be outdone by the Univerſe, ha- 
ving ſo many large and ſpacious Rivers, branching and running on both 

ſides: Theſe on the Weſt running N. W. neareſt, and on the Eaſt, N. E. 

neareſt; And each of theſe Rivers 1ichly ſupplied, and ſubdivided into fun- 

dry ſmaller Rivers, ſpreading themſelves both on the North and South 
le Crecks and Coves, admirably carved out, and con- 
trived by the Omnipotent Hand of our wiſe Creator, for the Advantageand 

Conveniency of its Inhabitants, and that far beyond the publick Accounts, 

and beſt Draughts, that are yet extant of that Country, I ever ſaw ; ſo that 

I have off, with no ſmall Admiration, compared the many Rivers, Creeks, 

and Rivulets of Water, in thoſe Colonies, to Veins in humane Bodies. Here 

we have a clear and ſerene Air, a long and hot Summer, a ſhort and ſharp 

Winter, a free and fertile Soil; and I dare aſſure you, here is a Country ca- 

pable of a ſuperlative Improvement, beyond many Countries in the World. 

Here are vaſt Quantities of Timber for Shipping, Trade and ArchiteQure, 

our Country being generally woody, but as far as we have cleared for parti- 

cular Settlements. Here are in moſt places Bricks to be made at every Mans 

Door, for Building; a Soil ſuitable for producing any thing agreeable for a 

Northern Latitude, and with as little Labour and Expence, as any Place in 

the World; ſpacious and flouriſhing Orchards, repleniſhed with fair and 


pleaſant Fruits, and will afford pieafant Gardens, by much leſs Labour and 
Expence than in Europe, furniſhed with whatever Herbs, Flowers, and 
Plants, you are pleaſed to put into the Ground. Here are Stocks of all 
ſorts raiſed, and maintained with little Induſtry, and by better Husbandry 


might be improved to a high degree: Here are all Advantages imaginable for 


Trade by Water, Conveniencies for Travel and Tranſportation; commo- 


dious, 


6 A Perſwaſwoe % 


dious, eaſie and pleaſant Roads: Here is a Country capable of producing | 


ſtill overdo the Tobacco-Trade. ; ED 
And laſſmeyov, Gentlemen, the beſt, richeſt, and moſt healthy part of 


ſundry Staples, as Hemp, Flax, Wooll, Silk, Cotton, and Wine too, and 


your Country is yet to be inhabited, above the Falls of every River, to the 


Mountains, where are ſundry Advantages not yet generally known, as Sea- 
Coal, lately diſcovered near the French Settlement, above the Falls of 
James River; and alſo ſome Mines, of which have been made ſome Expe- 
riences. 

And no way ſo effectual for 8 and advancing your Country, and 
improving it, for the Good o 
habitation, and Trade; and the Advancement of Coin, and Education, 
would natively follow; whereby all Countries in the World have been ad- 
vanced, and become great; and whereby your Infant and Neighbour Colo- 
nies out- vie and out- ſtrip you, in many degrees, and in divers reſpects. 

Muſt 1 expoſtulate with and intreat you, in a matter of ſo great Concern, 
wherein the Happineſs of you, and your Poſterity, does ſo evidently con- 
fiſt, and that aſter ſo long and unaccountable a neglect of your greateſt In- 
tereſt, for which the Eyes and Cenſures of the World have been upon you; 
That now at length you wonld put on a publick Spirit, combine with har- 
monious and united Counſels, avoiding Partiality, waving Self. Intereſt, or 
cauſing it truckle to the Common Good, arm your ſelves againſt all dividing 
Debates, and ſmother or ſtifle all Heats in your publick Conſultations; and 
look upon this as the happy Juncture and Period, for commencing the Happi- 
neſs of Virginia and Maryland, if you are not wanting to your ſelves ; for 
all the jarring Parts of your former Managements and Conduct, which have 
influenced and affected all your publick Deſigns and Undertakings, ſeem 


now to concur, and be harmonious ; for the trading Part of England, of a 


whom you have had a former Jealouſy and Suſpition, of their Averſion. to 

Towns, are now for them: The Government of England recommends it to 
your Determination, and as an advantagious ſtep towards it, our molt Gra- 
cious Queen has already demonſtrated, in putting a Value upon Coin, and 
reducing it to one Standard in all her American Plantations, which ſome of 
your leading Men have hitherto oppoſed. | 

Shall any in theſe Colonies, eſpecially in your Aſſemblies, after a ſerious 
Conſideration of this Perſwaſive, and not conſulting their own Intereſt, 


let thoſe filly and groundleſs Inconveniencies prevail, to the influencing of 


their Repreſentatives, to clog their Counſels and Deſigns to obſtruct and 
diſcourage Towns and Cohabitation, I muſt ſend them for a Pattern to the 
whole World; yea, and to be upbraided by the Heathen Nations, who ge- 
merally do cohabit. Let the brute Beaſts check them, who generally relbrt 
together in Droves; I'll ſend them to the Fiſhes of the Sea, who ſwim toge- 
ther in ſhoales ; the very Fowls of the Air do flock together: All theſe con- 
8 1 cur 


your Poſterity, as to promote Towns, Co- 


\ Towns and Cobabitatis. 7 
cur to upbraid our Folly, and ruining Singularity in our manner of living, 
and ſcattered Habitations. 74 | | 

Peruſe, conſider, and weigh impartially this plain Perſwaſive, from a ſin- 
cere Well-wiſher, who ſhall rejoice to enjoy with you, and yours, the ſingular 
Advantages and univerſal Benefits, which will ſoon flow to us from Towns 
and Cohabitation, and you ſhall find its deſign is not to impoſe upon, or 
3 AdiQatetoour Legiſlators, or ſet any Limits to the Counſels of Government, 
but humblyto addreſs, and lay before you, the Advantages others do enjoy, 
and we have not yet taſted of, by Towns and Cohabitation. | 
3 But in general, I hope it will be no Offence to beg of you, to avoid every 
thing that may clog or impede ſuch a good Deſign; give all Encouragement 
to Traders and Strangers, eſpecially to ſuch as ſettle in Towns; lay no un- 
eeaſie Burdens upon Trade, be the Fore-runners and Patterns to your People, 
in complying with your own Laws; Let our poorer ſort of Inhabitants be 
® left to follow the Example of thoſe of greater Ability, and not impoſed on 
beyond their Strength; And beware of over-doing at firſt, but make a Be- 
ginning ; for by aiming to do all at once, you may do nothing at all. Let 
all Gentlemen of Eſtates be expeditious in building Dwelling-houſes, and. 
Stores, both for Merchants Goods and Tobacco, that the Trading Part of 
England may not complain for want of Conveniencies at your Towns. Let 
a ſufficient number of Craft, as Sloops and Flatts, be provided for Tranſ- 
portation of all Tobacco to each Town, and at moderate Prices, which will 
ſoon refund your Charge. t 
5 Gentlemen, If you agree, and concur in your Publick Counſels, I aſſure 
muy ſelf, you have Governours, whoſe declared Zeal for the Good of your 
Country has brought them under a Solemn Obligation for the Advancement 

of Virginia and Maryland, which cannot be promoted but by Fowns and 

Cohabitation ; eſpecially when recommended to theirs and your Condu& 
and Determination by our preſent Majeſty ; and 1 heartily wiſh you all Suc- 
*} ceſs and Proſperity in laying the Foundation, for the Happineſs of you and 
pour Poſterit x. | | 
When have conſidered the Antiquity of Towns and Cities, known to 
as many as are converſant with Sacred and Profane Hiſtory, and the Univer- 
* Ffal Copy caſt us by the whole Chriſtian and Pagan World, I have been juſtly 
amazed to ſee the unaccountable Humour and Singularity of Virginia and 
Alaryland, who have ſo patiently, and for ſo long a time, ſat down with a 
kind of ſtupid Satisfaction under thoſe preſſing and innumerable Diſadvanta- 
ges both they and their Poſterity muſt ſtill endure, by their ſcattered and 
remote Settlements, without Towns and Cohabitation ; and it is more to 
be admired, from what narrow and inconſiderate Policy, ſome unthinking 
Inhabitants have been abuſing, and expoſing their ſmall Stock of Reaſon, 
in multiplying Arguments againſt their own Felicity, upon this preſent 
Theme. | | | ; | ; ER : 


af” A A Perſwaſwve to 


A Perſwaſive of this nature would appear to moſt Rationals a ſuperfluous 
Undertaking, if from many Years Experience in Ameriea, and particularly 
in Virginia and Maryland, I had not been an Eye and Ear- witneſs to ſundry 


Deſigns and Attempts this way, that have ſtill hitherto proved abortive, 

and to avoid all manner of Reflection, and prevent Humour and Prejudice, 
I mall deſignedly bury in ſilence the culpable, deſigning, and impeding 
Cauſes, tho ſuch as have undermined our Deſigns ſhould be expoſed, and re- 
corded as Enemies to our Country: But ſhall only addreſs you that are our 
Legiſlators, and muſt be accountable for your Conduct and Management of 
that Truſt repoſed in you, as Repreſentatives of the People, with all that 
Candor and Sincerity that candrop from the Pen of a cordial V/ell-wiſher to 
both Governments, as I boldly profeſs my ſelf to be. 

Therefore the principal Topicks, from whence I derive my Perſwaſive, 
ſhall be the chief and principal Advantages that ſhail and do attend the Inha- 
bitants of a Country, from Towns and Cohabitation : Next, the Diſadvan- 

tages and Inconveniencies we labour and groan under, and that only from 
want of Towns and Cohabitation. And, Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to re- 
move.by Confutation, thoſe uſual and inconſequential Reaſonings, partly of 
ignorant and unthinking Men, partly of ſome deſigning Perſons, who would 
ſmile at our Calamity, and pleaſe themſelves by our Diſappointments, by 


filling our Counſels, and clogging our Deſigns, with impracticable Inconye- 


niencies, of purpoſe to undermine all Attempts of this nature. 
I might enlargeupon every Particular, but that would no way ſuit with the 
deſign of this Perſwaſive, which is only to furniſh the Legiſlators of our 
Country with a Foundation and Theme, to improve and enlarge their 
Thoughts upon this Subject, and facilitate the Undertaking, and obviate 
{ome of thoſe Difficulties, as have hitherto diſappointed all Deſigns of this 
nature. | 
I ſhail firſt begin with the Advantages which will highly promote our In- 
tereſt, and the Intereſt of all Traders to thoſe Parts, the great prevailing 
Topick in the World, that ſways moſt Men in all their Deſigns; and Towns 
or Cohabitation would ſoon be attended with theſe Advantages. 
1. It would ſoon add a Worth and Value upon our whole Country, and all 
that is in it, which now is but mean and low, our Land would ſoon encreaſe 


its Value, our Woods and Timber, that are at preſent of little or no value 


to us, would be a Commodity for many Uſes, as building Houſes for Habita- 
tions, Stores, and other Services; the worſt thereof would be bought and 
_ tranſported for Fire-wood ; for building all ſorts of Veſſels, from Ships to 
Boats, for Coopers, Carpenters, Joyners, Turners; and alſo to all the Tra- 
ding Ships, one ſort or other would be acceptable: Alſo all the Product of 
our Plantations, as Fruit of all ſorts, Roots, Herbs, and all Proviſions that 
we can ſpare, and make no uſe of our ſelves, ſhould have a ready Market at 
thoſe Towns; ſo great Encouragement would be given thereby for _ 
Lens b an 


| Towns and Cohabitation. 5 
and producing much more. And yet by the multitude of Sellers, many 
things would be ſold at eaſier rates than generally now they are in many 
places, where no Towns are; this is verified in part in the three begin- 
nings of Towns, at Williamsburgh, Hampton, and Norfolk,” where you may 
frequently buy many things, which Strangers have no opportunity of having 
elſewhere, at any rate; and at more moderate Prices than are exacted at 
private Plantations: So alſo our Fiſhery would be advanced and improved 
highly, by encouraging many poor Men to follow that Calling, and ſundry 
ſorts which are now {lighted, would be fit for a Town- Market, as Stur- 
geon, Thornback, and Catfiſh, and our vaſt plenty of Oyſters; would 
make a beneficial Trade, both with the Town and Foreign Traders; belie. 
ving we have the beſt Oyſters for Pickling and Tranſportation, if carefully 
and skilfully managed. So that it is not to be doubted, but if Towns were 
promoted, many poor People would produce more, by- ſelling ſundry 
things which now turn to little account, than they now make of whole To- 
bacco Crops. | | 

2. Towns, and nothing but Cohabitation, would ſoon fill our Country 
with People of all ſorts, and ſo add to our Strength, and render us more 
formidable againſt all Enemies which we lie naked unto ; and would inhabit 
and cultivate, or plant thoſe Lands, which now are waſte and uſeleſs: 
Theſe Conſiderations ſhould engage us to promote Cohabitation, when not 
only we, but England, may reflect upon the fleeble Circumſtances we are 
under to make any Defence againſt' the ſmalleſt Invaſion, which might 
overerun our Country before we could have any Relief from England; eſpe- 
cially when we conſider the Policy, Dilizence, and Expence of France, in 
making Canada, by all warlike Iuſtruments and Engines from Europe, for- 
midable ; and influencing, by Jeluitical Toole, all the Indian Nations, in 
the Bowels of America, from Canada to the River XMcſaſhippi, and ſo to the 
Bay of Mexico, to which he is almoſt advanced, by as many ſmall Settle- 
ments and Fortifications as he thinks expedient, to engage theſe Indian Na- 
tions entirely to a French Intereſt; and this is further confirmed, by ſup- 


plying thoſe Parts yearly witha freſh Recruit of Miſſionarięs; witneſs the 
12 lately taken in the Prize by the Virginiu Convoy DF: that Ene- 


my, not only New York, as was lately ſuggeſted, but. af rhgFlantations, are 

Fronteers, and conſequently more in danger; beſides chat, he wants no- 

er thing more in America than a Tobacco Country; which is too evident, in 

3 bending ſomuch of his Strength at this Juncture againſt Virginia Fleets, and 

4%, his Orders to ranſom no Tobacco Ships. | "7 
How large a ſhare of our Country lies waſte, and unmanured, and many. | 
ſleſſea of larger Tracts than they are capable of improving; but by a 
nfluence of People, which would reſort ro thoſe Colonies from all Parts, | 

| Tracts of Land would be divided and ſold, and a part then would yield as , 

f much as the whole, if ſold now. | 
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8 A Perſwaſiue to | 
And I aſſure you, as nothing will engage Inhabitants of Virginia and 
Maryland to continue their abode, or return, than Cohabitation for many 
of 1 have removed, and are removing to cohabiting Countries, and 
others talk of following; ſo nothing will be a ſtronger Attractive, to en- 
gage Inhabitants to thoſe Colonies, and nothing has been a greater Diſcou- 
ragement, than want of Towns and Converſation. For is it not a melan- 
choly and unaccountable Conſideration, that two ancient Settlements, and 
excellent Cõuntries, from a modeſt Computation, ſhould not have ſo many 
People as are in two Pariſhes in London, while yearly free Paſſengers and 
Tradeſmen are imported into Penſilvania and other Colonies. And beſides 
all, would it not highly add to the Honour and Greatneſs of the Crowned 
Heads of England, to be the Kings and Queens of a mighty, potent, and 
formidable People, in a capacity to defend themſelves, without an exceſſive 
Expence to England, at ſo great a diſtance, both of Money and Blood. 
3. Townsand Cohabitation would render Trade univerſally more eaſie, 
and leſs expenſive, eſpecially to the Trading Part of England, whither 
Fraighters or Purchaſers, for by our remote and ſcattered Trade, they are 
at a great expenſive and uncertain Charge, in keeping Stores at other Mens 
Houſes, at ſo great and inconvenient a diſtance from their Veſſels, by recei- 
ving, collecting, and tranſporting Tobacco, and other Commodities, from 
remote and inconvenient places; and perhaps lie 4, 5 or 6 Months, and all 
upon charge, doing what may be done in one Month, if our Trade were re- 
duced and contracted to particular places, which the Inhabitants can more 
eaſily and effeQually do than Strangers, and at their own time, and perhaps 
befcre the Arrival of Ships; and I am confident, it would be the great Ad- 
vantage of all Merchants and T1aders, to allow the Planters a conſiderable 
Advancement of Price for Tranſportation, and not half the Charge they 
are now at, for want of Towns and Cohabitation; ſo that all Parties would 
have ſoon a ſenſible Benefit, in promoting ſo good a Deſign. 
4. Towns and Cohabitation would effectually prevent, and ſoon regulate 
a great many Frauds, Irregularities, Abuſes, and Impoſitions on Trade 
and Traders ze And however it might leſſen the quantity in general, yet 
1 am a be much bettered, for Quality, and Weight of 
Hogſheads, wHHeh are the two things complained of, as chiefly wanting; 
for the charge of tranſporting a light and bad Hogſhead, will be the ſame 
charge of a heavy and good one. And 1 cannot imagine, but if all Tobacco 
and other Commodities, were brought to publick, there would be a general 
Emulation to out vie one another, eſpecially in Quality, and the different 
Prices that would follow, would preſently encourage thereunto. And I am 
perſwaded, that many who now carry on Fraud againſt Strangers, by trading 
in a corner, at private Plantations, would ſoon be . of ſuch things 
at a publick Mai ket ; and Traders would have a variety and choice at Towns, 
and ſo under no ncceſlity to be impoſed on, as now they are, 
| 55 Þ 5. Coha- 


Tuoomme and Cababitation. : 11 


5. Cohabitation would not only employ thouſands of People that plant 
little or no Tobacco, but alſo many who have poor Land, and not conveni- 
ent Houſing, to make Tobacco Crops, as we have many ſuch among us, who 
at preſent help to ruin the Tobacco Trade, rather than promote it: Such 
would be ſoon taken off, and employed otherwiſe, as in tranſporting To- 
bacco, Proviſions, and Timber, tor various Uſes, others employed in pro- 
moting Gardens and Orchards to furniſh thoſe Towns with Fruits, Herbs, 
Roots and Melons of all forts ;, others would be imployed in Hunting, Fith- 
ing, and. Fowling, and the more diligently if aſſured of a publick Market. 
And Tradeſmen, that are half Tradeſmen, half Planters, would altogether 
follow their Trades, and raiſe many Apprentices, which they are now diſ- 
couraged to do, for want of a full Employ, and from the badneſs of our 
Fay, and all for want of Towns, 15 . 
6. Towns and Cohabitation would highly advance Religion, which flou- 
riſhes moſt in Cohabitations; for in remote and ſcattered Settlements we 
can never enjoy ſo fully, frequently, and certainly, thoſe Privileges and 
Opportunities as are to be had in all Chriſtian Towns and Cities; for by rea- 
ſon of bad Weather, or other Accidents, Miniſters are prevented, and 
People are hindred to attend, and ſo diſappoint one another: But in Towns 
Congregations are never wanting, and Children and Servants never are 
without Opportunity of Hearing, who cannot travel many Miles to hear, 
and be catechiſed; therefore the Society for Propagation of Religion in 
America, if they intend to promote Religion in Virginia and Marylamd, where 
is as much need as in any Plantations, ſhould recommend Towns and Coha- 
bitation, and Reformation of Manners, to be advanced and encouraged by 
the Government there; for it is a melancholy Conſideration, how many 
came very ignorant of Religion to che Plantarions, and by removing to re- 
mote Settlements, have been neglected by others, and careleſs of themſelves, 


continue groſly ignorant of many neceſſary parts of the Chriſtian Religion; | 


and many Natives born in ignorant Families, and by diſtance, ſeldom hear a 
Sermon, which would be more common, and frequently attended, if we had 
Towns and Cohabitation. | ; „ 

J. Cohabitation would highly advance Learning and School-Edfication ; 
for this flouriſhes only in ſuch places, for the ſmalleſt'and*meaneſt of Schools 
cannot be maintained without a competent number of Scholars, which has 
been our great Diſcouragement in Virginia and Maryland, where the number 
to be entertained together are too few to maintain any Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
who are neceſſitated to ſhift from place to place, until they cannot live at all 
by that Calling; ſo that in many remote Corners many Families never had 
opportunities of Schools, and therefore remain without all Knowledge of 
Letters, which we have no hopes of regulating or preventing, withobt * 
Towns and Cohabitation: Therefore it was ſuppoſed our 8 
muſt languiſh and decline, without a TR or Middle Plantation torevi » 
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and ſupport it, which was the Motive and Attractive for tranſlating James- | | 
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Town to Williamsbur h; tho it is ſtill to be feared, it cannot flouriſh and 
oſper without particular Schools, over the Government, to prepare Stu- 
— for the Colledge; which can never be ex pected without Towns and 


Cohabitation. 


8. Towns and Cohabitation would prevent many illegal Abuſes and Frauds 
in Trade, and cure intollerable Irregularities in Officers of Navigation- 
Trade; for having Offices, and Officers to attend, at every Town or Port, 
would prevent a great deal of Trouble, Expence of Time and Money too, 
and oft- times Diſappointment in travelling 50, 6o or 70 Miles, before any 
Buſineſs can be done, or a Permit for loading one Tum of Tobacco can be 
procured And what Frauds in Trade can be committed in remote Corners, 
where no Officers are? And Officers in remote Places have all Opportunities, 


and are guilty of many Irregularities, by exacting exorbitant Fees, impo- 


fing, eſpecially upon Strangers, to the great Diſcouragement of Trade, and 
4 of the People, and whole Country. : 


Theſe are ſome of the many and great Advantages that attend Towns and 
Cohabitations; and all the contrary Diſadvantages we have, and do ſtil} la- 


bour under, and muſt endure, if we are not wiſe at length, to throw off the 


Fetters of our ſelf-deſtroying Folly: And to all thoſe implied, in the for- 


mer Advantages by Towns, add theſe following Diſadvantages we only ſuf- 
fer for want of Towns and Cohabitation. | 


1. We are both in our ſelves, and by encreaſing the number of our Ser- 


vants and Slaves, ſo growing a People, that our Planting or Tobacco-Trade 
of Virginia and Maryland, is over-done, and all Markets cannot conſume 
the quantity; ſo that Tobacco-Trade ſeems to be ruined, both as to the 
Planter, Purchaſer, Adventurer, and Factor; Therefore an abſolute Ne- 
ceſlity for falling off the exceſſive part of Tobacco-making, and falling upon 
ſomething elſe ; and the moſt effectual diverſion, is to promote Towns and 
Cohabitation, which will employ many otherwiſe : Our preſent War being 
ſuch a bar to Trade; and if we ſhould enjoy a Peace, know not how ſoon 


we may haveanother War, more injurious: Therefore high time to remedy 


this Exceſs of Tobacco. 

2, For want of Towns and Cohabitation, our Neighbouring Colonies, 
only by their Towns, out-ſtrip us far, and drain from us the marrow of our 
Eſtates ; for Carolina, Bar badoes, Penſilvania, New York and New En land, 


carry from us, the little ſcattered Coin we have among us, they buy — our 


old Iron, Braſs, Copper, Pewter, Hides and Tallow, which we often wan 


and might uſe our ſelves: They carry away our Wheat; and return it — 


to us in Bread and Flower, and make us pay for tranſporting, grinding 


bdoulting and baking; but whickys worſt of all, they prey upon that little 
Money we haye in England by purchaſing Bills of Exchange. All which 
Diſadvantages, with many more, we could effectually prevent by Towns 


Towns and Cohabitation. I 6 N 


and Cohabitation; for this would of neceſſity prompt us to all manner ß 
Induſtry, and engage us to make a Trade of every thing within our ſelves, 2 
and improve all our Grain we have, and encourage to promote more, and 
need not be beholden to our Neighbours for what we produce, or can pro- 
cure by Trade, as eaſily as others can do. | | ro 
3- Without Towns and - Cohabitation, we can never expect to be well 
furniſhed and ſupplied with Artiſts and good Tradeſmen, for while without 
Towns, we give little Encouragement, from thele Reaſons, 1. Becauſe our 
Employment is ſo ſcattered and remote, thatſo great part of time is loſt in 
attending a ſmall piece of Imployment. 2. Our Pay at preſent very had, 
and uncertain, being in parcels of Tobacco, and ſcattered abroad for ſun- 
dry Years, before it amounts to a Sum, and ſo are diſcouraged to follow their 
Callings. 3. If ſome few ſtick to their Trades, they demand extravagant 
Rates, and few employ them but out of pure neceſlity. 4. Our Tradeſmen 
are none of the beſt, and ſeldom improve from the ſmall Encouragement 
they have. All which Diſcouragements would ſoon and effectually be re- 
moved by Towns and Cohabitation ; for a great part of their ſmall Employ- - = 
ment would be contracted to particular places, their Pay would be Credit, . 
or Tobacco once a Year at theſe Towns, ſo would follow their Callings, and 
leave off Planting; the number would be encreaſed, and conſequently 
through Emulation would court for Employment, improve and endeavour. 
to out-do one another in Trades, and accountable for damages on bad and- 
inſufficient Work, which they ſeidom now are: All which is evident in all- 
Pepulous and great Cities. | | EE | 
4. Without Towns we can never to any purpoſe carry on Trade, whither 
a Foreign or Home-Trade. As to Foreign Trade, it is only carried on eſpe-- 
cially in the beginning by Partnerſhip, which Men at a diſtance, who ſeldom 
meet to conſult, form and contrive Deſigns, cannot conveniently do, for 
they entertain frequent Jealouſies of one another, and prone to over-reach. 
one another; which has greatly obſtruted the Navigation-Trade of Virgi- 
nia And as to a Home-Trade, for want of Towns, Strangers eat the - 
Bread out of our Mouths, as the common ſaying is; for by Towns, all 
Plantations far or near, would have ſome Trade, leſs or more, to theſe - 
Towns, and a frequent Trade, and Traffick, would ſoon grow and ariſe 
between the ſeveral Rivers and Towns, by carrying and tranſporting Paſ-- 
ſengers and Goods to and fro; and ſupplying all Places with ſuch Goods as 
they want moſt : Something of this we have ſome Experience of already, 
: and particularly in Norfojk-Town at Elizabeth River, who carry on a ſmall. 
"8 Trade with the whole Bay; which Benefit would be more univerſal, if Towns 
| were effectually promoted and encouraged : Theſe with many more are the 
Diſadvantages that natively follow our want of Towns. | 
In the laſt place, I intend to conclude this Perſwaſive, in anſwering what . 
have heard. obje&ed, both in Europe and America, in oppoſition e 
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and Cohabitation in Viyginia and Maryland: And 1 confeſs I have been ama- 
zed, upon both hands, to hear both Parties reaſoning againſt themſelves, 
not only their on Practice, but the Practice of the whole Chriſtian, Jew- 
iſh, Pagan, and Mabometan World, who all agree in the common Good of 
Towns ; but againſt their own Intereſt, which is clear from what is already 
faid. And to hear the Americans themſelves not only running the hazard of 
an unpleaſant Dilemma, either to accuſe themſelves, or the whole World 
of Folly ; but fighting againſt themſelves, their own Intereſt, Felicity and 
Happineſs ; and fo blind and ſtupid, as not to know it. But that I may bring 
their particular Reaſonings to the teſt, 1 ſhall produce what occurs to my 
Mind, and fairly ſtate what has been hitherto cavilled againſt Towns in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, by precipant and prejudiced Wits. | 
Object. 1. I Towns are promoted in Virginia and Maryland, they will grow 
too rich and great, and ſoon caſt off their Dependance'on England, for Supplies of 


Goods, and ſo the Trade and Tradeſmen of England ſhall /uffer by it. 


Anſw. 1. This Obje&ion favours roo much of Deſign, to keep Virginia 


and Maryland poor and low, and ſhould alarm all Well-wiſhers to thoſe Go- 


vernments, to influence the Plantations to arm themſelves againſt ſuch de- 


| figning Men. 2. The very Enemies of Virginia acknowledge Towns would 


make them rich and great, which ſhould move their Lovers and Friends to 
promote Towns the more, and conſequently the firſt thing they ſhould fall 


upon. 3. Thericheſt of Nations have a dependance for Supply on other 


Nations; and there is no fear of Tobacco Plantations growing too rich and 
great, while their chief Staple meets with bad Markets in Europe to check 
their growing Greatneſs. 4 The greater and richer they grow, they will 
want and be capable of purchaſing more Supertiuities for maintaining their 


Extravagancy, as we ſee evident in all the other growing Plantations, as Ja- 


maica, Barbatoes, Carolina, Penſilvania, New York, and Tvew England ;, and 


why ſhould it not be fo alſo with Virginia and Maryland ? Laſtly, Why 


ſhould ſuch Reaſonings be improved to the prejudicing theſe. Colonies only, 


and was never made uſe of againſt any other Plantations in the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies? : | 2 
Objeck. 2. If they fall upon Towns, they will in a great meaſure fall off from 
Planting Tobacco, and this will be injurious to the Queen's Revenue and Intereſt. 
Anſw. 1. Gentlemen, I hope this is already anſwered ; this and other 
Years, wherein you are perſwaded, if ingennous, the Tobacco-Trade is 


over-done by Planting too much: And what would it have been, if ſome 


thouſand Hogſheads left behind, beſides what is gone to the bottom, and ta- 


ken into France, had arrived ſafe this Year. 2. Conſider what a growing 
People we are in our ſelves, and how greedily we encreaſe the number of our 


Servants and Slaves, as faſt as Opportunity preſents, and what will it be in 
a little tune, if we are not diverted by ſomething elſe. 3. Conſider, we 


aye ooo of People not concerned in planting Tobacco; and ſhall ſoon en- 


creaſe 


Towns and Cohabitation. 5 
creaſe our Number from all other Parts, if Towns flouriſh, and ſuch may 
improve Towns and Manufactory, with many. poor People, who have poor 
Land, and want Houſes to cure Tobacco aright, and ſo ruin rather than help 
the Yobacco-Trade. | | 


But ſome will inſiſt and ſay, It is now War, but when it is Peace, Trade will 
be open, and there will not be too much. | | 


Anſw. 1. Our Peace is uncertain, and as uncertain how long we ſhall k 
it, for a War with Holland, or ſome other Nation, would ſoon be à new 
bar. 2. You may aſſure your ſelves, whatever Diverſion from Planting we 
may meet with, from Towns, if you ſend Ships enough, Goods enough, 
and allow encouraging Prices at home, you ſhall never want Tobacco enough 
to anſwer all your Markety af home and abroad: And in growing Countries, 
tho each Inhabitant make! Majeſty's Cuſtom may be the ſame. — 
Odbject. 3. In proceſs of Time they will caſt off their Allegiance to England, 
and ſet up a Government of their own, | 5 A 5 
Anſw. 1. This is a great flight of Wit and Policy with ſome, but ſo ſilly, 
and from the ſame Mint, witha great deal of this nature, has been improved 
to influence the Government againſt Virginia, that it ſcarce deſerves an An- 
fer. 2. Such as know the Conſtitution of theſe Colonies, can make no 
ſuch Objection, if they conſider what a medly-and mixture of Nations, 
Opinions, and Humours they conſiſt of, that they can never be of one mind 
even in ſmalter Matters, that really concern their Advancement and Feli- 
city, no not in one Countey, and ſcarcely on one Bench, which has in ſome 
meaſure obſtructed Towns hitherto. 3. Why ſhould ſuch a Thought be 
improved only againſt us, and not againſt Carolina, Penſilvania, New Tork, 
and New England, who begun with Towns, their Original Settlements, 
4. Maintain. and propagate diſtin& Governors, and Governments abroad, 
and Emulation, Diviſion, Heats and Animoſities, and ſeparate Intereits, 
backed with Pride and Envy, will keep them aſunder from ever uniting un- 
der a ſingle Head, to the prejudice of England. 5. The greater they are in 
all the Phantations, it will ſtill add to the Glory, Greatnefs, and Advance- 
ment of England, and they ſhould rejoice to ſee all the Branches of the ſame 
ſtock proſper and flouriſh; tor I am perſwaded it is the Intereſt, and ſhould 
be the Intereſt of England, to preſerve and maintain a juſt Ballance of Power 
in America, as well as in Europe; for it muſt be expected, that Wars and 
Confederacies in Europe, will affect us more ſenſibly than now they do. | 
Object. 4. But the Inhabitants, themſelves are againſt Towns, and judg it a 
Hardſhip and invincible Charge to bring their Commodities to Towns. | 
An ſw. 1. We are not the only People in the World that are Enemies to 
our ſelves, and ſee not our own Intereſt and Happineſs. 2. Iam ſenſible, 
they are the moſt irrational and unthinking part of the Inhabitants; for I 
am well aſſured, I never diſcourſed with any in both Governments upon this 
Subject, but I ſoon reaſoned them into a Belief and Conceſſion of the Benefit 
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and Advantage of Towns. 3. I preſume and hope, after a ſerious Conſide- 
ration of this Perſwaſive, in all its parts, there are none of our Legiſlators, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, for whom it was deſigned, thatſhalteyer'o £2 
their Mouths againſt Towns and Cohabitation : And if any ſhould, he ſhould 
have a Mark fixed on him, as an Enemy to his Country. 4. All Commodi- 
ties brought to a Market, and eſpecially Tobacco, pays its own Charge, 
and more, in the advanced Price, which the Merchant will freely pay. 
5. All Virginia Commodities, except Tobacco, is delivered at the Store of 
the Purchaſer, where ere it is, and perhaps much further than Towns ſhall 
be; and all Tobacco is brought to Landings or Rowling-houſes. 7. Let 
-ſuch obſtinare Ignorance be their own Puniſhment, and fo left to their liber- 
ty, till Time and Experience teach them more Wit; but let wiſe Men bring 
their Goods to a Market, and reap the benefit of it. | 2 
Object. 5. But ſay ſome, If we come ro Towns to deal at Stores, we ſhall ſpend 
all our Crops at Ordinaries; therefore better without Towns. Wy N 
Anſw. 1, It is an Objection of Sots, therefore not to be regarded by any 
but ſuch. 2. There is more danger of being drunk at our Common Stores, 
where you have Liquor gratis, and fo liable to he cheated by ſome deſigning 
Perſons ; for this Cuſtom has propagated Drunkenneſs as much as any one 
thing in the Plantations. 3. I am perſwaded if every Sot in Virginia and 
Maryland paid roundly, and made good pay for what they drink, it would 
be a means to remedy their Exceſs in a great meaſure. 4. I always judged 
ſuch as are averſe to Towns, to be three ſorts of Perſons: Firſt, Foals, who 
cannot, neither will ſee their own Intereſt and Advantage in having Towns. 
Secondly, Knaves, who would ftill carry on fraudulent Deſigns, and cheat- 
ing Tricks, in a corner or ſecret Trade, afraid and aſhamed of being expo- 
ed at a- publick Market. Thirdly, Sluggards, who rather than be at la- 
' bour, and at any charge in tranſporting their Goods to Mar cer, th dle at 
home, and loſe double thereby rather than do it: To whichI 1y add a 
forth, which are Sots, who may be beſt cured of their Diſeaſe by a pair of 


n 
Stocks in Town. 


FINIS 


